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Under the leadership of Fateh Singh Bhonsla, a second
expedition was sent to the Carnatic in 1726-27 which also
proved a complete failure in spite of the help of Tulaji, the
chief of Tanjore.1 By this time Sahu had realised the mistake
of trying conclusions with Nizamu'l-Mulk who was not pre-
pared to surrender an inch of his territory or allow the
Marathas to exact tribute from the peasantry of the Carnatic.
But these expeditions gave an opportunity to Baji Rao to
prove to Sahu the incapacity of Fateh Singh Bhonsla and
other Maratha chiefs and demonstrate, his own earnestness of
purpose. He convinced him of the inadvisability of campaign-
ing in the south instead of invading Malwa and Gujerat
which were in weaker hands and afforded greater chance for
Maratha expansion.

Ever since his victory at Shakar Khera, Nizamu'l-Mulk
exerted himself to consolidate his authority in the Deccan
and the Carnatic, deprived as he was of the Subedarl of Malwa
and Gujerat. The only means to effect this end was to oust
the Maratha tax-collectors from his domains. It was to attain
this end that he tried to win over the Pratinidhi to his side,
and then purposely affected ignorance of the legal titles of
Sahu and Sambha in the Deccan. As both professed to be
the rightful claimants to Chauth and SardeshmukHi, Nizamu'l-
Mulk refused to pay the contribution to any in order not to
prejudice the claim of either. As the Viceroy of the Deccan^
Nizamu'l-Mulk proposed that both parties should submit
their claims for his arbitration in order to settle once for all
as to whom belonged the right of collecting Chauth and
Sardeshmukhi in the six Subahs of the Deccan,, granted by the
Imperial patents. Sahu was half willing, and the Pratinidhi
had no objection to the assumption of the constitutional right by
the Viceroy to decide disputes arising between the different
landholders of the Deccan. But Baji Rao shrewdly guessed the
underlying motive of this arrangement. He succeeded in
convincing Sahu of the menacing nature of Nizarnu'l-Mulk's
proposal which cut at the very root of Maratha authority.
Instead of feeling offended at the rejection of his proposal
by the Court of Satara, Nizamu'l-Mulk reviewed the whole
political situation in the Deccan in his usual cool-headed

1 Sinha, Rise of the Peshwas, p. 76.